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THE IMPLEMENTATION OF ECOLOGICAL CIVILIZATION IN INVENTORY PLANNING

X / ERB TR E S 4R]
Text/KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]
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Not Merely Tourism and Nature

Understanding Urbanization and the Profession from the ‘Opposition’
Text/ KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]+ZHAO Min

In 1872, Yellowstone is designated as the first Na-
tional Park in the world, and then, the National Park
Service (NPS), an agency of the United States federal
government, was created in 1916.This idea of national
park inspired the world.After WWII almost all coun-
tries has built their own national park system with
various regional characteristics. Chinese government
talking about this issue in legislative level, has been
100 years later, and even later than the local academic
sphere around 10 years. Most of the time, national
park in China is simply recognized as national scenic
spots which was systematized in 1986. Apart from
the State Council, different governmental bodies
bear their own evaluating standards and regulations,
also, interests. ‘Heritage’, ‘scenic spot’, ‘abandoned
mine’, ‘tree farm’, many terms change their original
names to ‘national park’, coming out in current years
under different management systems. Can it be called
manage? Tourism industry for urbanization and eco-
nomic growth becomes the ONLY pursuit, or aim, of
founding national park, covering up the essence of
national park - conservation, eco-recovering, scientific
research, and education etc.

Not Merely ‘What isNOT A National Park’
This issue has no mean to evolve to the chaos in dis-
cussing ‘What is NOT A National Park’ after 2013.
We explore the original meaning of this term, to
answer the question why national park has been built,
what it has offered to the society. And then we want
to break the myth of ‘American perfect sample’, to in-
vestigate how this idea was adopted by other countries
which has different aesthetics, historical backgrounds,
social structures and developing needs.

National forest park, national mine park, national
geo-park,national marsh park...people argue that those
terms are ‘not national park” and trying to build a ‘real
national park of China’ in American standard. This is
not simply xenophilia, even not unsatisfying the weak-
ness of the old Soviet scenic spot - reserve system,
but contenting voice of developing tourism industry
and get more political support in name of sustainable
development. National park meets threats of tourism
booming in many countries, should China still advo-

cating this ‘green’ industry, despite the real reason of
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‘slow’ development is decaying of other industries and
the difficulty of transformation?

Moreover, we also need to think about how scenic
spots change to be more natural, more out of the
traditional elite aesthetics, and more public, when
eco-friendly development become a national cogni-
tion. How to evaluate different types of ‘nature’? How
different systems interact? How nature evolve in urban
growth control? What is the public meaning of nature
to the nation?

Nature does not merely have economic realizable value,
and it is not the opposition of urban and rural either. In
fact, only Urban-Rural Planning Law is able to define
and integrate various means and uses of land in China,
but this law still far from perfect. In spring of 2016 we
hope such an issue could aware urban planners extend-
ing vision to ‘the wild’, as urban space is not the only
important land-use form of the territory.

The Power of Voice

Tragedy of the commons, it is not only an exact term
to describe urban issues, but also natural resources.
Urban and Rural Planning Law, Environment Pro-
tection Law, Forest Conservation Law, Water Source
Law, Land Management Law, all of them clarify the
regulation of ecological reservation. However none
of them is able to limit other bureaus, even the law
giver’s sack from nature by enclosing national parks.
Selling expensive tickets instead of developing basic
infrastructure to attract tourists is the simplest and
fastest way of rising governmental income for all
stakeholders - of course in early years infrastructure is
like a black hole that absorbing much tax but refund-
ing nothing thus nobody likes long-term development.
In that case, some areas with outstanding natural
beauty is obviously divided and managed by several
bureaus with overlapped or conflicted regulations, at
the same time. Everybody is responsible for ticket, but
nobody will be responsible for eco-system fragmenta-
tion. Under this condition, who hold the permission of
founding national park will monopoly all benefits.
Apart from bureaucratic game, another competition
is about the power of voice - the profession of tourism
management wants more. This profession in China is

divided from geography in 1990s, however it develops

to another direction, even not about management.
Some ‘researchers’ start to intervene the field of econ-
omy as well as urban and rural planning. By using
the weakness of landscape architecture and ecology,
tourism industry brag about the unique and wonderful
positive influence on economic growth after 2008 the
world financial crisis. But how those ‘supervisors’
change the local community and protect the nature?
Boardwalk and fake traditional towns.

It is not only vulgarization of the profession of tour-
ism management,but also the failure of urban and re-
gional planning, the failure of landscape architecture,
the failure of geography and many historic science
branches. We hope to aware urban and regional plan-
ners face up to the management blindness of nature
which is surrounding the urban and rural areas. And,
to upgrade the planning laws - including both artificial
and relict nature - is the responsibility of urban and
regional planners.

Urbanization in ‘Eco’ Era

Questions to national park are always about ‘can it be
played’, ‘how it to be played’ and ‘is it interesting’ in
China. This issue hopes to raise awareness not only
of the public,but also the related professions. National
park is not only about tourism development and nature
conservation, thus we try to extend this topic to the re-
lationship between artificial and natural spaces. This
extension will not follow the traditional ‘human-nature
unification’, we hope to bring some modern visions
into this issue.

Sustainable development has been talked thousands
of times, and it is the right time to explore the meth-
ods of realization. The rise of middle class, more
choices in recreation, and the economic threshold
of public participation, macroscopic atmosphere
calls transformation of vision. Let’s talk about new
methods of urbanization, effective management and
governance, low-impact development, rebuilding of
local society, big data in statics, delicate governance,
transformation of traditional agriculture, disaster
control... National park is about planning, about
social science, about economy, about real tourism
management, it is an integrated topic welcoming

multi-profession to contribute.
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In 1916, a portfolio of nine major parks was published to generate interest. Printed on each brochure was
a map showing the parks and principal railroad connections. Source/ Wikipedia

Back to the Essence from Legislation
How Chinese National Park Comes Real

Text/DONG Guanzhi Edit/DING Xinyi[lUCRC]

The first national park was founded in the U.S. In
1872. As the system relatively balances protection
and use effectively, many countries has adopted
it, and the definition as well as standard has been
world-widely recognized and followed. In 2013,
‘national park’ appeared in Chinese highest reg-
ulative document, however similar definition has
been applied in quite an early age. National Scenic
Spot, which has been systematically legalized in
1982, was defined as ‘equal to national park in for-
eign-system’. This system is managed by Ministry
of Housing and Urban-Rural Development thus
many complaint is from the argue that if a ministry
is able to be a representative of a nation.
Bureaucratic Game

In the name of ‘nation’, the management of all kinds
of national park in China falls to the tragedy of com-
mons - where there is benefit there is scrambling, there
there is no benefit there is neglect. Related bureaus
scramble for social resources, voice and financial
benefits, dividing public space to their own power sys-

tem by using the uncomplimentary of laws. A region

with outstanding natural beauty may be managed by
more than three departments with conflict regulations.
Many natural resources are wasted or destroyed.

If all laws of urban and regional planning,environ-
mental protection, forest conservation, water resource
conservation, as well as territorial management, the
founding of a new ‘national park law’ will be able
to do nothing to nature either. If the current value
orientation hasn’t been transformed, the new term of
national park would definitely be misused into scram-
bling political and financial support from central gov-
ernment. We must clarify responsibilities and rights
of different bureaus under current legislation system
before the founding of national park.

L egislation Encour ages Awar eness

Law is the foundation of modern contract spirit, and
also the foundation of a modern country. China is not
lack of laws about national park, but lack of awareness
law-abiding. Thus governance is always going beyond
the laws. There is no lack of discussion about national
park, but the vision of respect is seldom to see. People

are fund of raising new ideas and excuses of ‘selling

nature’, but it is not match our political position in the
world. Our culture and value should be upgraded.

In that case, national park should not follow a top-
down model of founding. We should not just wait
the permission and financial support, and start
building at the same date. We need to respect the
law first, encouraging awareness of respecting the
laws, and upgrading the current legislation system
as well as the regulations so that they are able to
protect activities of conservation and construction.
Otherwise national park will be simply a mistake to
cover the older mistakes.

Tourism Needs Cooling Down

Tourism industry in China goes too far. It has been ex-
aggerated as the final and perfect solution of econom-
ic growth and starts to destroy the current economic
structure and conservation of traditional culture. Peo-
ple over-estimate the data of the soaring employment
by ignoring tourism has seasonal tide, people boasting
how tourism frees traditional village while new fake
towns standing on the ruins of the history. Biological

species including ethnic minority groups are to attract
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