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ECOLOGICAL THINKING OF RESERVED LAND REGENERATION

X/ EBRBBE TP E SR
Text / KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]
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Inner City Regeneration
Public Participation And Rebuilding Urban Humanism

Text / KUANG Xiaoming[Chief Editor of Urban China]+DING XinyilUCRC]

Lane 274 of Tianzifang in 2014.(Photo / ZHONG Xiaohua)

Urban Humanity

Market starts on trade,Wall starts on cul-
tural conflict, and city in Chinese language
combines meaning of market and wall. Thus
the core of city is human life, in nature, and
in the society. Nature is the material ob-
ject, whereas society is the spirit of vitality.
Throughout the life and death of a city there
is humanity.The essence of humanity is
respecting the value of human, the spiritual
life of human being, and harmony between
human and nature, material and culture.
Since industrial revolution, human society
has been driven by economy and techniques,
that too much on benefits but too little on
daily needs. Urban planning starts on realis-
tic humanity but now it is kidnapped by func-
tionalism, and the urban form serves eco-
nomic growth and technical functions.From
Athens Charter to Machu Picchu Charter,the
thinking of urban planning changes from

functionalism to humanity. And the urban

function also changes from visible living,
industry, transportation to invisible aspects
such as community identity and urban image.
An ideal urban life is requied to fulfill both
material and spiritual pursuit of citizens.
After Opening Up, Chinese urbanization
leaps in a typical ‘economy first’era. Many
old urban areas grow up by progressive man-
ufacturing development and fragmented con-
struction, maintaining continual renovation
and identical social order. Mass construc-
tion changes urban environment, economy
and social network by impact development,
effectiveness and urban branding, ignoring
the essence of ‘serving the citizens’. Old city
center bears old citizens and specific culture,
maintaining sense and value, of course the
culture as well. Thus urban development can-
not aim at simply growth but also self-value,
cultural conservation and other humanity
and spiritual cores.

National Innovative Town Planning (2014-

2020) raises the idea of focusing on human-
ity city, in order to exhibit identity, enhanc-
ing cultural service functions, encouraging
multi-cultural cohabitation, and rising
cultural quality. As ‘based on human beings’
and sustainable development raise citizens’
awareness, urban humanists encourages a
mix of physical space, spiritual space, urban
culture and employment to revitalize the old
city. Urban humanism in regeneration starts
from social aims, focusing on living style and
relationships to the city, balancing human
and history by culture, coordinating human
and nature by ecology, enhancing knowledge
to deal with human and urban space con-
flicts, to unify physical structure and cultural

connotation.

Public Participation
The starting point of urban renewal, intensive
development and focus on the personality

and energy transition of cities is to achieve

maximum utility with limited resources
while their ultimate goal is to allow urban
dwellers to share the benefits of economic
development, manifesting humanism and
humanistic care. Diversity is the nature of
cities. People-oriented development, the core
objective of urban renewal, is effectively
achieved through public participation while
respecting regional differences. It is crucial
for all urban renewal endeavors to build the
platform for public sharing and reconcile

the appeals between top-down and bottom-
up approaches. On one hand, urban renewal
should balance the improvement of physical
environment with the preservation of social
networks and local lifestyles. On the other
hand, through influencing people’s lives with
the structures and orders of the environ-
ment, urban renewal should reintegrate the
upgraded environment into local residents’
lifestyles.

Consequently, under the context of inventory
regeneration, neither the tabula rasa approach
nor completely restoration to ancient ways is
appealing. Humanism-focused urban renewal
should be carried forward in small-scale,
incrementally and organically. This approach
will achieve multiple benefits, including
maintaining the social-spatial structures,
meeting the evolving needs of local residents
and allowing the project areas to develop in
a flexible and alternating manner. Moreover,
it helps facilitate public involvement in the
whole course, ensures designing urban space
in human scale, and properly addresses the
issues of preserving historical and cultural
context and conserving the ecological envi-
ronment. Rooted in humanism, people-ori-
ented urban planning was not given sufficient
attention during the incremental expansion
process of land finance. With the loosening
of public investment policy and an increas-
ing presence of public-private-partnership

in fields of infrastructure and public utility,
humanism planning should further highlight

its inherent attributes of public policy.

Urban renewal should focus on the general
welfare. Since local residents are more aware
of the advantages and disadvantages of local
lives, humanism planning should build on
encouraging public involvement, under-
standing local knowledge and respecting

the cultural context. Specifically, humanism
planning should dig out the unique urban im-
ages in physical and spiritual terms, increase
the accessibility and flexibility of local com-
munities, support the less-advantaged groups
and reinitiate residents’ sense of belonging.
On the physical level, humanism planning
should enhance the functional structure and
landscape image of cities, revive the physical
space with humanistic vitality, increase the
historical and cultural richness of modern
construction, and create environment with

local personalities.

This is the second issue of urban regeneration
and aims to explore the humanism approach-
es for public participation with the overarch-
ing goal of urban regeneration. Through
illustrations, discussions and drawing on a
wide range of cases studies in Brooklyn, To-
kyo, Shanghai, Chengdu and Hangzhou, this
issue focuses on the following two aspects.
(1) Examine the mechanism and approaches
of public participation under the existing
context of economic development and urban
regeneration. (2) Discuss the sustainable
ways for cities’ organic regeneration through
top-down and bottom-up methods in inven-
tory planning. Ultimately, this issue aims to
explore the methodology of humanistic urban
regeneration and improvement of livelihood

through public participation.

Now about 60 households registered are at the 2 or 3 Floor in the Shikumen regional of Tianzifang.
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Public Participation in Urban Regeneration
Interview with Zhao Chengqi, Waseda University

Text / Ding Xinyi[UCRC]

Involving government, real-estate developers,
original property owners (collectively or individu-
ally), and other stakeholders, urban regeneration
aims to enhance the quality of urban space,
improve cities” functions and achieve sustain-
able community transformations with the goal to
meet the housing needs. Without mechanisms to
guarantee the involvement of stakeholders, the
process of urban regeneration would be severely
hampered. Like public participation in other urban
planning efforts, public participation in urban
regeneration only generated enthusiasm from

government officials and professionals and thus

suffered from wrongfully outweighing form over
content. It becomes a pressing issue as to whether
to reestablish the engagement of original property
owners. The bottom-up and third-dimensional
urban renewal system allows the original property
owners to involve in exiting renewal of urban
blocks and hopefully will reach the substantial
phase of promoting public participation.

The supporting techniques of public participa-
tion should start from urban regeneration efforts
that are closely relate to property owners. The
diversity of cities not completely depends on

planning and design techniques. As a result,

Discussion on the living vision after the block regeneration

Art Practice in the Social Space
Framework of Community

Text / LI Juan[UCRC]

The community of Shuijingfang is located in the
Shuijingfang district. In 2011, cooperating with
‘I You She’, a community cultural development
center, the local district office began to build

up a community platform of cultural and art.
They organize series of activities. The district
office hope to build up in-depth neighborhood
relationship through Yixue (free community

flea markets), Yixue (community education). In

August 2014, two artists Cao Minghao and Chen
Jianjun accepted the offer to start their commu-
nity art work in No. 67 Shuijingfang. This kind
of socially-engaged art practice aims at bring-
ing out collective memories of this area. In this
process artists gradually gain experience and
adjust their work. The project of “Rebuilding
Kunshan” discuss about migrant workers. “The

eye of attics” in Times Museum of Guangzhou

the diversity generated from the urban renewal
process requires the involvement of multi-
stakeholders. It is also critical to encourage a
diversity of agents to start practices. Aside from
government- and corporation- led practices,

it is desirable to encourage other stakeholders
to start their own businesses, redistribute the
benefits in the post-regeneration era, improve
small-businesses and encourage the communal
constructions by citizens. In short, the breaking
point for effective public participation in urban
renewal should be efforts that are closely relate

to the stakeholders’ own interests.

is another important project. Together with their
practice in No. 67 Tianzifang, artists go along
ways to take part in the community art. When
discussing about social changes, different from
traditional top-down discourse, these artists dig
into local stories and community practices in
micro levels, so as to enlighten different imagi-

nations of urban futures.

History Analysis of Growth of Tianzifang, Shanghai

Text / DING Xingyi[UCRC]

The story of Tianzifang started form the demo-
lition of Taikang Road market. Zheng Rongfa,
the party secretary of Dapugqiao District is
famous as ‘the father of Tianzifang’. Thanks

to Zheng’s resistance, Zhang Jianjun’s strate-
gies and Wu Meisen’s execution, Tianzifang

is reborn. In 2000, Taikang Cultural and Art
Street transformed to develop street economy of
Longtang. Based on market logic, Wu Meisen
plan to reuse the space of old factories in this
area. In 2002, it got the name of Tianzifang.

In 2003, it formed into mutual market, but was
faced with demolition. Resisting to demolition,
Tianzifang enlarged towards living areas. After
renting almost all factories in this zone, resi-
dents were also encouraged to rent their houses
for small business. In 2005, Tianzifang evolved
into a creative industry zone. In 2008, Tianzi-
fang survived from demoltion and was managed
by local officials. From 2009 to 2010, Tian-
zifang was connected to the Shanghai World
Expo. Since it’s located in the south of Luwan
District, near Puxi district of the World Expo,
Tianzifang became a theme practice zone and
an AAA level urban tourist zone. It’s a window
for foreigners to observe traditional Shikumen
cultural and life. After 2011, Tianzifang entered
its post-World Expo era. Rents get higher and
higher, many stores close down. The change of
stores and its security problems make it encoun-
ter many critiques. There was a heated debate

among scholars and the public about the future

Tianzifang Lane 210 in 2015, between Building 5 and Yard 7.

of this zone. Zhong Xiaohua of Tongji Univer-
sity thinks that the state-owned enterprises’
rising rent is one important reason. A new role
benefits from it: some people rent houses from
local residents and then lease to other shop own-
ers. The story of Tianzifang opens up people’s
mind of different ways of urban renewal. Its cre-
ative industry in street is just one among many
possible ways in post-industry era. The success
of Tianzifang cannot be copied. But still people
can learn from its experience for urban renewal,
like bringing in creative industries, street
economy, a “soft” way of reform, and commu-
nity building. People can also learn from the
role of local government, how to encourage the
bottom-up management, and how to balance
different stake-holders. Its management has

many problems. Wu Meisen, Zheng Rongfa and

Yangxi, Jiande City, Hangzhou
Multi-Stakeholder Participation in Urban Regeneration

Text / ZHAO Chenggqi

The Practice of Yangxi Old Street is based on
multi-stakeholder participation, combining
public service construction and preservation
needs in long-lasting regeneration process.
Urban regeneration needs time, and it cannot
be approached by traditional method of spatial
design. The description of wills and process
design are necessary. The mode of regeneration

is founded by three parts - organizing executors

by multi-stakeholder participation, clarifying
equity swap regulation, and process design. The
measures include conservation of traditional
community, urban image upgrading, etc., and
finally reaching the aim of ‘keeping life’. This is
not a race with time, and the outcomes must be
late, and even cannot give a definition of ‘finish’.
It is a dynamic, progressive and systematic con-

struction under participation of government, de-

other volunteers negotiate with local govern-
ment, now local Administrative Committee
take part in the integrated management. Local
business committee leads the adjustment of
different industries. Wu Meisen forms a sub-
union of Tianzifang Industrial and Commercial
Association and becomes its president. Up to
now over 40 stores have joined in this union. It
builds up a platform to help arrange this area.
Local resident face with the market. But we
should prevent illegal ways to higher up rents.
Local government use the property department
to influence industries in a way to transform.
Professor Yu Hai hopes that local state-owned
enterprises can take responsibilities of histori-
cal space. Perhaps they can rent the industrial
space to those talented artists. Thus Tianzifang

may become an incubator of art.

velopers, owners and professionals. The process
is based on redistribution of rights and powers.
Its realization should be under organizational
and promotional mechanism that is able to give
feedback of different voices. Self-organization
and sustainable regeneration will come true
after reaching progressive aims according to
collaboration and the embellishment of interests

community.
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